Site Survey Information for Mount Wilson Observatory
July 26, 2000

Observatory Location:

Longitude: 118°03.6" West

Latitude: 34° 13.0" North

Altitude: 1742 meters

Seeing:

In the summer time astronomical seeing is typically between 1 and 2 arcseconds. The seeing is sub-arcsecond
about 20% of the time. This is significantly below the historical performance of the observatory.

Surface Brightness of the Sky:

Measurement made in the summer's of 1998 and 1999 have shown the sky brightness, in magnitudes per
square arcsecond to be:

B-band:

19.9
V-band: 18.8
R-band: 18.5
I-band: 18.8

The near infrared sky brightness compares favorably to that found at other optically dark sites. Measurements
of the sky brightness in J, H, K' are planned in the near future to determine whether the near infrared
skybrightness in these bands is as good as at other sites.
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